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The shortfall in area sown to all kharif crops so far this
season has narrowed to 1.82 per cent from a year ago,
even as paddy, the season’s dominant crop, continues to
trail last year’s pace, according to data released by the
Agriculture Ministry on Tuesday.

As on August 7, kharif crops covered 967.92 lakh
hectares, against 985.89 lakh hectares in the
corresponding period of the previous year.

Paddy sowing stood at 344.78 lakh hectare, down
4.40 per cent from 360.67 lakh hectare a year earlier.
Pulses and coarse cereals also lagged: pulses were sown
across 103.78 lakh hectare (105.73 lakh hectare last
year), while coarse cereals covered 168.50 lakh hectare
against 173.21 lakh hectare. However, Oilseeds bucked
the trend, with acreage rising marginally to 180.20 lakh
hectare from 175.01 lakh hectare a year ago.

Among cash crops, sugarcane area slipped slightly to
58.31 lakh hectare from 58.62 lakh hectare, while cotton
acreage was almost flat at 106 lakh hectare against
106.42 lakh hectare. Jute/mesta area rose to 6.32 lakh
hectare from 6.22 lakh hectare. Kharif sowing typically
picks up with the onset of the southwest monsoon in
June, but this year’s planting was delayed by a rainfall
deficit linked to the El Niño weather pattern. (PTI)

Kharif sowing gap narrows
down to 1.82 per cent

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Reserve Bank Governor Sanjay
Malhotra on Tuesday said the
BRICS nations are in discus-
sions to link their respective
Central Bank Digital Currencies
(CBDCs) and fast payment
systems, such as India’s UPI, to
facilitate cheaper and faster
fund transfers for trade and
remittances.

Addressing the annual Fibac
event, Malhotra said cross-
border payments are “an area
of interest for all of us”, includ-
ing the BRICS bloc, because
there is a lot of scope to reduce
costs, especially for retail trans-
actions, and increase the
speed. “There is a lot of work
which is being done over
there. And various methods,
various options are on the
table, but it is still at the discus-
sion stage, including CBDC
and linkages of fast payment
systems,” he said.

The BRICS organisation
includes Brazil, Russia, India,

China and South Africa, among
others. India is hosting the 2026
edition of the annual summit.

“Cross-border payments are
an area of interest for all of us,
including the BRICS, because
we ?feel there is a lot of scope
for reducing cost,” Malhotra
said in Mumbai.

“Various options are on the

table, but it is still at the dis-
cussion stage, including CBDCs
(central bank digital curren-
cies) and linkages of fast
payment systems,” he added.

It was earlier this year that
the RBI recommended to the
Government that a proposal
to connect CBDCs be includ-
ed in the agenda for the 2026

BRICS summit. The central
bank will also continue its
efforts to internationalise ?the
rupee and promote the use of
local currencies for cross-
border payments and trade,
Malhotra said.

The Governor also said that
the RBI sees artificial intelli-
gence as a capability to be
harnessed and not just a risk
that needs to be contained.

“Indian banks cannot
afford to sit on the sidelines
and watch,” he said, urging
lenders to inventory all AI
models in use and establish
board-approved AI gover-
nance  policies.

Central banks globally
have been paying close
attention to lenders’ usage
of AI amid worries over
cyber attacks alongside
operational ?and gover-
nance risks. “Innovation and
safety are not opposing
goals; they are in fact com-
plementary requirements
of  a  durable  f inancial
system,” Malhotra said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Gold prices climbed for the
sixth straight session, rising
`1,200 to a two-month high
of `1.57 lakh per 10 grams in
the national capital on
Tuesday, as stronger invest-
ment demand by traders
kept bull ion elevated
despite firm oil rates.

The yellow metal of 99.9
per cent purity jumped
`1,200 to 1,57,200 per 10
grams (inclusive of all taxes)
from Monday’s closing level
of `1,56,000 per 10 grams,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association.

It had last traded near
these levels on June 12,
when it quoted `1,56,900
per 10 grams.

The precious metal
added `9,800, or 6.65 per
cent, over the past six
trading sessions, rising from
`1,47,400 per 10 grams
recorded on August 3.

Silver is also riding the
same wave, soaring by
`2,000 to `2,42,000 per kilo-
gram (inclusive of all taxes),
taking the white metal to its
highest level in more than

two months. It was last
seen trading around this
level on April 30, when it
was quoted at `2,42,700
per kg.

Gold extended its rally for
a sixth consecutive session,
climbing to its highest level
in more than two months as
investors increased safe-
haven buying ahead of the
US inflation data, which
could provide fresh clues on
the Federal Reserve’s inter-
est-rate outlook, Gaurav
Garg, Head of Research at
Lemonn Markets Desk, said.

Silver also traded higher,
supported by both industri-
al demand and positive
investor sentiment, he
added. In the global markets,
spot gold was trading 0.38
per cent lower at $4,373.43
per ounce, while silver
dropped nearly 1.3 per cent
to $64.90 per ounce.

Gold’s early attempt to
push higher in global
markets also faded.

Spot prices rose as high as
$4,435 per ounce before
giving up gains as crude oil
rates advanced, said Praveen
Singh, Head of Commodities
at Mirae Asset ShareKhan.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Mumbai

Bankers are finding it challenging to do
MSME lending only with GST data, a top
official from SBI said on Tuesday, pitch-
ing for the use of alternate sources such
as power consumption, telecom and
other digital records to assess the
creditworthiness of an entity.

Ashwini Kumar Tewari, Managing
Director at State Bank of India, said
that while GST and banking data can
help lenders assess a significant

portion of the MSME sector, a large
number of businesses remain outside
the formal data ecosystem.

“Only 1 crore (of) total 9 crore are GST
registered. So, everybody is trying to
actually mine that section. That is also
a large number. But there are so many,
which are not GST registered. And
their data is not available,” Tewari said.

He suggested that alternative cus-
tomer data, including electricity con-
sumption, telecom usage and other
digital footprints, could be routed
through credit bureaus to build a
more comprehensive picture of 
borrowers.

BRICS eyes CBDC, fast payment
linkages, says RBI Governor 

Gold hits two-month
high of `1.57 lakh/10g 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Sanjay Malhotra addressing the
inaugural session of the FICCI-IBA FIBAC Conference 2026 in Mumbai,
Maharashtra on Tuesday PTI

Boost MSME lending, integrate power,

telco data in credit bureaus: SBI MD



´ff¹fd³f¹fSX Àf¸ff¨ffSX ÀfZUfÜ ³fBÊ dQ»»fe

dQ»»fe IYe ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe SXZJf ¦fb~f AüSX dU²ff³fÀf·ff À´feIYSX
dUþZÔQi ¦fb~f ³fZ Àfû¸fUfSX IYû dU²ff¹fIYûÔ IZY Àff±f dQ»»fe
dU²ff³fÀf·ff ´fdSXÀfSX ¸fZÔ d°fSXÔ¦ff ¹ffÂff d³fIYf»feÜ ¹fWX ¹ffÂff
¸fWXf°¸ff ¦ffÔ²fe IYe ´fid°f¸ff ÀfZ VfbøY WXûIYSX OXfg. ¶fe.AfSX.
AÔ¶fZOXIYSX IYe ´fid°f¸ff ´fSX Àf¸ff~ WXbBÊÜ ³fZ°ffAûÔ ³fZ BÀfZ QZVf
IYe EIY°ff, »fûIY°ffÔdÂfIY ¸fc»¹fûÔ AüSX ÀfÔdU²ff³f ¸fZÔ d³fdWX°f
AfQVfûÊÔ IZY ´fid°f ´fid°f¶fð°ff IYf ´fi°feIY ¶f°ff¹ffÜ ¹ffÂff IZY
¶ffQ ³fZ°ffAûÔ ³fZ IYWXf dIY WXSX §fSX d°fSXÔ¦ff Ad·f¹ff³f ÀfZ »fû¦fûÔ
¸fZÔ QZVf·fdöY IYe ·ffU³ff AüSX ¸fþ¶fc°f WXû¦feÜ dOX´MXe À´feIYSX
AüSX ·ffþ´ff dU²ff¹fIY ¸fûWX³f dÀfÔWX d¶fá ³fZ IYWXf, d°fSXÔ¦ff
¹ffÂff dIYÀfe ³f dIYÀfe °fSXWX WX¸ffSXZ Àf¸¸ff³f, ¦fdSX¸ff AüSX
Af°¸f-Àf¸¸ff³f ÀfZ þbOÞXe WX`Ü 

d°fSXÔ¦ff IZYU»f IY´fOÞXZ IYf EIY MXbIYOÞXf ³fWXeÔ WX`Ü ¹fWX
WX¸ffSXe ·ffU³ffAûÔ ÀfZ þbOÞXf WX`Ü d°fSXÔ¦fZ ¸fZÔ AVfûIY ¨fIiY WX¸fZÔ
Àf¸f¹f IZY ¶fe°f³fZ IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ ¶f°ff°ff WX`Ü þ¶f WX¸f d°fSXÔ¦fZ IZY
A³¹f °f°UûÔ IYû QZJ°fZ WX`Ô, °fû ¹fWX d³fd›°f øY´f ÀfZ WX¸ffSXZ
·fe°fSX Af°¸f-Àf¸¸ff³f AüSX ¦fUÊ IYe ·ffU³ff þ¦ff°ff WX`Ü
CX³WXûÔ³fZ IYWXf, þ¶f ´fi²ff³f¸fÔÂfe ³fSXZÔQi ¸fûQe ³fZ WXSX §fSX d°fSXÔ¦ff
IYf¹fÊIiY¸f VfbøY dIY¹ff, °fû WXSX ·ffSX°fe¹f IYû »f¦ff dIY ¹fWX

d°fSXÔ¦ff, A´f³fZ °fe³f SXÔ¦fûÔ IZY Àff±f, IYûBÊ Àff²ffSX¯f ¨feþ ³fWXeÔ
WX`Ü BÀfe d°fSXÔ¦fZ IZY d»fE Àfe¸ffAûÔ ´fSX UeSXûÔ ³fZ ÀUZ¨Lf ÀfZ
¦fûd»f¹fûÔ IYf Àff¸f³ff dIY¹ff AüSX A´f³fe þf³f IYe IbY¶ff³feÊ
°fIY QeÜ dQ»»fe ÀfSXIYfSX ¸fZÔ ¸fÔÂfe AfVfe¿f ÀfcQ ³fZ »fû¦fûÔ ÀfZ
A´fe»f IYSX°fZ WXbE IYWXf, AfBE WX¸f Àf¶f d°fSXÔ¦fZ IYe Lf¹ff ¸fZÔ
QZVf AüSX dQ»»fe IYe ÀfZUf IYSX³fZ IYf ÀfÔIY»´f »fZÔÜ d°fSXÔ¦ff
BÀf QZVf IZY Àf¸¸ff³f, ¦fUÊ AüSX ¦füSXU IYf ´fi°feIY WX`Ü ¸fÔÂfe
SXdUÔQSX BÔQiSXfþ dÀfÔWX ³fZ IYWXf, Afþ, WX¸f dÀfRYÊ d°fSXÔ¦ff ¹ffÂff
³fWXeÔ d³fIYf»f SXWXZ WX`ÔÜ QZVf IYf WXSX ³ff¦fdSXIY BÀfÀfZ þbOÞXf WX`Ü
´fi²ff³f¸fÔÂfe ³fZ ¹fû¦f dQUÀf ÀfZ »fZIYSX A³¹f SXf¿MÑXe¹f AUÀfSXûÔ
°fIY, dUd·f³³f IYf¹fÊIiY¸fûÔ IYû ´fcSXZ QZVf IZY d»fE IYf¹fÊIiY¸fûÔ ¸fZÔ
¶fQ»f dQ¹ff WX`Ü d°fSXÔ¦ff WX¸ffSXZ dQ»fûÔ ¸fZÔ ¦fWXSXfBÊ ÀfZ ¶fÀff WX`
AüSX WX¸ffSXZ Àf¸¸ff³f, ¦fUÊ AüSX ¦fdSX¸ff IYf ´fi°feIY WX`Ü ·fþ´ff
dU²ff¹fIY dVfJf SXfg¹f ³fZ IYWXf, d°fSXÔ¦ff WX¸ffSXf Àf¸¸ff³f,
¦fdSX¸ff AüSX ¦fUÊ WX`Ü ¹fWX WX¸ffSXZ d»fE ¦fUÊ AüSX JbVfe IYe
¶ff°f WX`Ü þ¶f WX¸f A¦fÀ°f IZY ¸fWXe³fZ ¸fZÔ ´fiUZVf IYSX°fZ WX`Ô, °fû
WX¸f Àf·fe 15 A¦fÀ°f IYf CX°f³fe WXe ¶fZÀf¶fie ÀfZ BÔ°fþfSX
IYSX°fZ WX`Ô dþ°f³ff WX¸f A´f³fZ þ³¸fdQ³f ¹ff ´fdSXUfSX ¸fZÔ dIYÀfe
CX°ÀfU IYf BÔ°fþfSX IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ BÀf d°fSXÔ¦ff ¹ffÂff IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f
ÀfZ ÀfÔQZVf ¶fÀf B°f³ff WX` dIY WX¸ffSXf d°fSXÔ¦ff Qbd³f¹ff ·fSX ¸fZÔ ¦fUÊ
IZY Àff±f »fWXSXf°ff SXWXZÜ 

SXf¿MÑX²Uþ WX¸ffSXe ·ffU³ffAûÔ
ÀfZ þbOÞXf : ·ffþ´ff dU²ff¹fIY

dQ»»fe AfÀf´ffÀf 2³fBXÊX dQ»»fe, ¶fb²f½ffSXX, 12 A¦fÀ°f 2026

³fBÊ dQ»»feÜ IYûSXû³fSXe AfMXÊSXe dOXþeþ ¹ff³fe ùQ¹f IYe ²f¸fd³f¹fûÔ IYe ¶fe¸ffSXe Qbd³f¹ff·fSX ¸fZÔ ¶fe¸ffSXe AüSX ¸fÈ°¹fb IZY ´fi¸fbJ IYfSX¯fûÔ
¸fZÔ ÀfZ EIY WX`Ü »fÔ¶fZ Àf¸f¹f ÀfZ ¶»ffgIY WXbBÊ IYûSXû³fSXe ²f¸fd³f¹fûÔ IYû Jû»f³fZ AüSX ùQ¹f ¸fZÔ SXöY
´fiUfWX Àff¸ff³¹f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE ÀMXZÔMX IZY Àff±f EÔdþ¹fû´»ffÀMXe ´fi¸fbJ CX´f¨ffSX SXWXe WX`Ü
WXf»ffÔdIY, d¨fdIY°Àff °fIY³feIY ¸fZÔ ´fi¦fd°f IZY Àff±f A¶f IbYL
¸fSXeþûÔ IZY d»fE ÀMXZÔMX IZY A»ffUf A³¹f dUIY»´f ·fe CX´f»f¶²f
WX`ÔÜ BÔMXSXUZÔVf³f»f IYfdOXÊ¹fû»ffgþe ¸fZÔ OÑ¦f-IYûMXZOX ¶f`»fc³f EIY
¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ CX´f¨ffSX dUIY»´f IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ Àff¸f³fZ Af¹ff WX`Ü BÀf
°fIY³feIY ¸fZÔ ²f¸f³fe IZY AÔQSX IYûBÊ À±ff¹fe B¸´»ffÔMX ³fWXeÔ LûOÞXf
þf°ffÜ OXfg. A³fb´f¸f ¦fû¹f»f, Àfed³f¹fSX OXf¹fSXZ¢MXSX-

BÔMXSXUZÔVf³f»f IYfdOXÊ¹fû»ffgþe, ¸f`¢Àf Àfb´fSX
À´fZdVf¹fd»fMXe WXfgdÀ´fMX»f, ÀffIZY°f, ³fBÊ dQ»»fe IZY
A³fbÀffSX, WXSX IYûSXû³fSXe ¶»ffgIZYþ ¸fZÔ ÀMXZÔMX IYe
AfUV¹fIY°ff ³fWXeÔ WXû°feÜ ÀfWXe °fSXeIZY ÀfZ ¨f¹f³f
dIYE ¦fE ¸fSXeþûÔ ¸fZÔ OÑ¦f-IYûMXZOX ¶f`»fc³f ´fi·ffUe
CX´f¨ffSX CX´f»f¶²f IYSXf ÀfIY°ff WX` AüSX ²f¸f³fe IYe
´fifIÈYd°fIY ÀfÔSX¨f³ff IYû ¶f³ffE SXJ³fZ ¸fZÔ ¸fQQ IYSX
ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü OÑ¦f-IYûMXZOX ¶f`»fc³f EÔdþ¹fû´»ffÀMXe
IZY QüSXf³f QUf IYû Àfe²fZ ²f¸f³fe IYe QeUfSX °fIY
´fWXbÔ¨ff¹ff þf°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX QUf A°¹fd²fIY dMXV¹fc
¦fiû±f IYû IY¸f IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ ¸fQQ IYSX°fe WX`, dþÀfÀfZ
²f¸f³fe IZY Qû¶ffSXf ÀfÔIbYd¨f°f WXû³fZ IYe ÀfÔ·ffU³ff
§fMX ÀfIY°fe WX`Ü ¹fWX °fIY³feIY dUVfZ¿f øY´f ÀfZ
LûMXe SXöY UfdWXIYfAûÔ IYe ¶fe¸ffSXe, ÀMXZÔMX IZY
AÔQSX Qû¶ffSXf ¶»ffgIZYþ AüSX IbYL ¨f¹fd³f°f
IYûSXû³fSXe ¶»ffgIZYþ ¸fZÔ CX´f¹fû¦fe WXû ÀfIY°fe WX`Ü
OXfg. ¦fû¹f»f ³fZ IYWXf dIY CX´f¨ffSX IYf d³f¯fÊ¹f
¶»ffgIZYþ IYe þ¦fWX AüSX ¦fÔ·feSX°ff, ¸fSXeþ IZY
»fÃf¯f, SXöY UfdWXIYf IZY AfIYfSX AüSX ùQ¹f
IYe ÀfÔ´fc¯fÊ dÀ±fd°f ÀfdWX°f IYBÊ IYfSXIYûÔ ´fSX d³f·fÊSX
IYSX°ff WX`Ü ¦fÔ·feSX WXfMXÊ AMX`IY AüSX þdMX»f
IYûSXû³fSXe AfMXÊSXe dOXþeþ IZY ¸ff¸f»fûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀMXZÔMX
A¶f ·fe ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ CX´f¨ffSX ¶f³ff WXbAf WX`Ü
dUVfZ¿fÄfûÔ IYf IYWX³ff WX` dIY ¸fSXeþûÔ IYû A´f³fZ
IYfdOXÊ¹fû»ffgdþÀMX ÀfZ Àf»ffWX »fZIYSX CX´f»f¶²f
CX´f¨ffSX dUIY»´fûÔ IYû Àf¸fÓf³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ

ùQ¹f IYe ²f¸fd³f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ ¶»ffgIZYþ IYf B»ffþ:
WXSX ¶»ffgIZYþ ¸fZÔ ÀMXZÔMX IYe þøYSX°f ³fWXeÔ
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