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All mainline coaches carrying pas-
sengers are equipped with bio-
toilets that have prevented corro-
sion of rail fittings caused by human
waste, Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw informed the Lok Sabha
on Wednesday. 

In a written reply to questions on
the installation of bio-toilets in
trains, he said the Indian Railways
has adopted a zero-discharge bio-
toilet system for its coaches to
eliminate direct discharge of human
waste onto railway tracks and to
improve hygiene and cleanliness.

"The work has been taken up in
mission mode by the Indian

Railways," the minister said.
"At present, all passenger-carrying

mainline coaches equipped with
toilets have been provisioned with
bio-toilets. This has also prevented
corrosion of rail fittings due to
human waste."

IITstudy maps India's flash flood hotspotsBio-toilets prevented corrosion: Vaishnaw
Flash floods in the Himalayas are primarily
influenced by the region's land features,
while those occurring along the west coast
and in central India are driven by factors that
affect water flow, a map of hotspots across
the country developed by researchers at the
Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar
shows.

Three-fourths of flash floods occurring
across the country are triggered due to
extreme rainfall and moist conditions of the
ground caused by recent, prolonged rains,
the study published in the journal 'npj
Natural Hazards' found. The remaining one-
fourth is solely driven by extreme rainfall, it
said. The extreme weather event is highly
local, in terms of area impacted and spans

a short duration between when rainfall starts
and when flooding peaks, which is usually
under six hours, according to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has warned schools
to strictly adhere to the 75 per cent
attendance requirement for students
appearing for board exams. 

The CBSE offers a 25 per cent 
relaxation only in cases of emergen-
cies such as medical emergency,
participation in national or 
international sports events and other
serious reasons, if supported by the
necessary documents or record. 
In a letter to schools,  CBSE
Examination Controller Sanyam
Bhardwaj said: "All students and

parents must be made aware of the
mandatory 75 per cent attendance
requirement criteria and the 
potential consequences of not
meeting this criteria. 

75% attendance rule for board exams
strictly followed: CBSE to school
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Turning down the
Opposition's demand for a
discussion of 
electoral roll revision in Bihar,
the Government asserted in
the Lok Sabha that matters
pen-ding before the judiciary
cannot be discussed on the
floor of the House.

Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge, however, cited past
rulings by the Chair to urge
deputy chairman Harivansh to
allow a discussion on the
special intensive revision of
electoral rolls in Bihar and
asserted that it is of funda-
mental importance to our
democracy.

Parliament on Wednesday 
witnessed logjam with repeat-
ed disruptions and adjourn-
ments amid continued din
by Opposition on the issue of
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in Bihar. 

Speaking in the Lok Sabha,
Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju stressed
that rules of the Lok Sabha do
not allow sub-judice matters
to be discussed in the House.
He also pointed out that the
functio-ning of autonomous

institutions such as the
Election Comm-ission cannot
be discussed in Parliament.

"The Government has been
very open to taking up discus-
sion on any matter. However,
any discussion in the
Parliament has to be in accor-
dance with constitutional
provisions and also in accor-
dance with the rules as pre-
scribed in the procedure
and conduct of business in
the Lok Sabha.

"On the issue of intensive
revision of electoral rolls in
Bihar for which they (oppo-
sition members) are dis-
turbing the House from first
day of the session, we all
know that the matter is
under consideration of the

Supreme court and as such it
is sub judice and a hence a dis-
cussion cannot be held on the
subject," Rijiju said.

Rijiju underlined that the
issue relates to the function-
ing of the Election

Commission of India, which is
an autonomous body.

"In the past, it has been
clearly established in this
House itself that matters
falling under the domain of
the Election Commission of
India cannot be discussed in
this House," he said.

Both the houses were adjo-
urned for the day after repeat-
ed disruption. 

Kharge, in a letter to the
deputy chairman, said that on
July 21, 2023, the then chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha had
given a ruling that "...this
House is entitled to discuss
everything under the planet
with one restriction...".

The Congress president said
the Chair had added that "this
one restriction" relates to the

conduct of any judge of the
Supreme Court or of a high
court in the discharge of his
ties"... except upon a motion
for presenting an address to
the President praying for the
removal of the judge...".
Further, he claimed that the
chairman had ruled that "...the
concept of sub judice is totally
misconceived...".

"You will undoubtedly
appreciate that the Chair is a
conti-nuing entity. You your-
self have quoted rulings given
by the Chair over the past

many years in support of
some of your decisions. It is
clear from this ruling of the
Chair that the Rajya Sabha is 
entitled to discuss the issue of
revision of electoral rolls,
which is of fundamental
importance in our democra-
cy," Kharge said in 
his letter.

The Congress chief said the
Special Intensive Review of the
electoral rolls is being under-
taken by the Election
Commission first in Bihar and
is to be taken up in West

Bengal, Assam and other
states. "I, therefore, on my
own behalf and behalf of the
Opposition parties in Rajya
Sabha, am writing to request
you to immediately allow a
discussion on this issue that is
of paramount concern to
crores of voters, especially
those belonging to the weaker
sections of the society," Kharge
said. Opposition parties have
been demanding a discus-
sion on the special intensive
revision of electoral rolls in
Bihar and have been protest-

ing against the exercise in
both houses of Parliament.

The Government has said
the matter cannot be dis-
cussed on the floor of the
House as it is subjudice and
deals with the functioning of
the Election Commission,
which is an autonomous insti-
tution.Parliament has not
been able to conduct any sig-
nificant legislative business
ever since it met for the
Monsoon session on July 21
due to opposition protests
over the SIR issue.

Members protesting in the Lok Sabha during the Monsoon session of
Parliament in New Delhi on Wednesday PTI
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Communist Party of India
(Marxist) leader Brinda
Karat on Wednesday called
on the Centre to halt a coal
project in Chhattisgarh that
threatens to devastate
approximately 1 ,742
hectares of dense forest
land, claiming that at least
4.5 lakh trees would be
felled if the project pro-
ceeds.

In her letter to Bhupender
Yadav, the Minister for
Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change,  the
veteran CPI(M) leader said
there is no "public interest"
involved in the project as
claimed, "only the exploita-
tion of mineral resources
for private gain".

"I am writing to you to
strongly oppose and to
request your intervention to
reverse the destructive deci-
sion of the Chhattisgarh
Forest department to give
the green signal for the
operationalisation of the
Kente Extension Coal
Project, which requires the
destruction of 1742 hectares
of dense forest land," Karat
stated.

Karat's concerns follow
an inspection by the
Surguja District Forest
Officer in June. She pointed
out that the coal project,
part of the larger Hasdeo-
Arand region initiative, was
given to a Rajasthan
Government-owned power
utility and the former
Rajasthan Government had
set up a joint venture with
Adani Enterprises called
Parsa Kente Collieries
Limited, where Adani holds
a 74 per cent stake. 

"This  company was
appointed the mine devel-
oper cum operator of the
Hasdeo-Parsa coal project.
Records have shown that a
substantial amount of coal
mined under this venture
has been diverted to the
private company's power
projects in the name of use
of 'rejected coal'," Karat
said.

She asserted this is rele-
vant since the reasoning
given for the clearance of
the Kente Extension Coal

Project was framed as being
in 'public interest'. 

"There is no public inter-
est involved, only the
exploitation of mineral
resources for private gain,"
she said. 

Karat warned that the
project, if implemented,
would exacerbate the exist-
ing environmental damage
in areas already affected by
mining activities. 

"According to the official
inspection report, at least
4.5 lakh trees are going to
be felled. These are in the
dense forest, which is full of 
indigenous trees critical for
carbon sequestration.
Open-cast mining in this
region has already
destroyed thousands of
trees, polluted the waters,
and the ground soil," she
said.

The CPI(M) leader alleged
that the projects are being
taken up, ignoring the opin-
ions of the gram sabhas
involved and the provisions
of the constitution and legal
frameworks that make
consent of the gram sabhas
mandatory.

She also highlighted that
open-cast mining impacts a
much wider geographical
area than just the project
site, and even if human
habitation is sparse in the
immediate vicinity, many
neighbouring villages will
be significantly affected. 

"Earlier, more than 1500
written objections from
local communities were
given to the Government.
But these have been
ignored," she noted.

Karat reminded the min-
ister of a past statement he
made regarding a Forest
Survey of India report, in
which he indicated that
"forest cover is lost due to
titles being given under the
FRA, 2006, and stringent
protection measures are
required."

Government refuses Bihar electoral roll debate in Parliament

Stop destruction of
1,742 hectares of forest
in Chhattisgarh: Brinda
Karat to Centre




