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No boat symbol on ballot for first time in Bangladesh’s poll

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

For the first time in 30 years, the
election symbol of deposed prime
minister Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League boat has not appeared on
the ballot paper in Bangladesh’s
crucial general election, voting for
which is being held on Thursday.

This is the first election since
Hasina was ousted after massive
nationwide protests in August
2024. The Interim Government
banned all party activities of the
Awami League on May 12 last
year and soon afterwards, the
Election Commission suspended

the party’s registration.

One of the country’s oldest
political parties, the Awami
League, has boycotted parliamen-
tary elections twice in the past.

This time, however, it is unable to

Bangladeshi women casting their votes in a polling station during national parliamentary election in Dhaka, Bangladesh PTI

take part atall, as its registration
remains suspended, BDNews24
reported. The Government has
said the ban will remain in place
until trials at the Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribunal (BD-
ICT) are completed.

As a result, the party’s symbol
will not feature even on the postal
ballots, the report said.

However, this is not the first
time. The Awami League boy-
cotted elections in 1988 and again
in 1996 amid political movements.

In total, the boat symbol has
been absent from the ballot paper
in three of Bangladesh’s 13 parlia-
mentary elections, it said.

Since the introduction of the
political party registration system
in 2008, a total of 63 parties have
been registered. Of these, registra-
tion of three parties has been can-
celled, while one remains sus-

are

pended this year. Of the remain-
ing 59 registered parties, 51
contesting
parliamentary election.

Including both party-nominat-
ed and independent candidates,
there are a total of 2,009 candi-
dates across 299 out of 300 par-
liamentary constituencies in the
country.

Bangladesh faced an upheaval
after 77-year-old Hasina’s ouster
following weeks of student-led
protests over a controversial
quota system in Government jobs
that escalated into a nationwide
campaign calling for the end of
her 16-year regime.

Hasina left Bangladesh for India
on August 5, 2024, months after
she had secured a fourth straight
term as prime minister.

The interim Government
imposed a ban on all activities of

the 13th

the party on May 12 last year. Soon
afterwards,
Commission suspended the
party’s registration.

The BD-ICT handed her the
death sentence after trial in absen-
tia last year accusing her of com-
mitting crimes against humanity
to tame the violent protest,

the Election

dubbed July Uprising, that toppled

her Government.

The cases relate to allegations
including enforced disappear-
ances, killings, people being
burned alive, illegal detention,
inhuman torture, looting, arson
and crimes against humanity
committed during efforts to sup-
press the uprising.

As a result, the party, which gov-
erned Bangladesh for more than
two decades across six separate
terms, has been barred from con-
testing the election.

Hindu tea worker
Killed in Bangladesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

A young Hindu tea garden
worker’s bloodied body was
found with his hands and legs
tied with ropes in the
Moulvibazar area in northeast
Bangladesh, a media report
said on Thursday.

Ahead of the voting for
the 13th parliamentary elec-
tions being held on Thursday,
this is the second murder of
a Hindu person in as many
days. Police recovered the
body of 28-year-old Ratan
Shuvo Kar from a tea garden
in Moulvibazar’'s Kamalganj
upazila, about 200 kms north-
east of Dhaka

The deceased was identi-
fied as Ratan Shuvo Kar, a
worker of Champara Tea
Garden under Islampur
union, The Daily Star report-
ed, quoting Kamalganj Police
Station Officer-in-Charge (OC)
Abdul Awal.

Locals spotted the body in
the garden around 10:00 am
and informed authorities, the
report said.

According to locals, the body
bore visible injury marks and
was found in a bloodied con-
dition.

Ratan’s elder brother,
Laxman Kar, said the family
had been searching for him
since night. “This morning
(Wednesday), we were
informed that his body was
lying in the garden. We went
there and identified him. We
do not know why he was
killed,” he said. The body was
sent to Moulvibazar Sadar
Hospital for an autopsy, said
the OC, adding that an inves-

tigation is underway to iden-
tify those involved.

Some locals speculated
about possible links to tomor-
row’s election, though no evi-
dence was found in this regard,
The Daily Star said.

The Hindu population in
Bangladesh has faced a series
of attacks, some fatal, after the
killing of radical youth leader
Sharif Osman Hadi in
December. On Monday, 62-
year-old Hindu trader Susen
Chandra Sarkar was hacked to
death by unidentified men
inside his shop at the Bogar
Bazar intersection in Trishal
upazila of Mymensingh.

Sarkar, the owner of ‘Bhai
Bhai Enterprise, was a resident
of Southkanda village, police
said, adding, the attackers
hacked him with a sharp
weapon, left him inside the
shop, and closed the shut-
ters. According to monitoring
by independent groups, there
have been atleast 15 targeted
murders of Hindu minority
individuals in a 45-day period,
the South Asia Forum for
Freedom of Religion Belief
said in a statement on
Tuesday. Last month, the
Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity
Council alleged that as the date
of the general elections draws
nearer, communal violence is
increasing at an alarming rate
in the country.

Referendum may halt Bangladesh’s constitutional continuity, experts warn

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

that he heads.

The referendum ballot features

A referendum to elicit p

consent in favour of a complicated
reform package of Muhammad
Yunus’ Interim Government may
threaten the foundational history
and bring an end to the continuity
of post-independent Bangladesh’s
1972 Constitution, experts said on

Thursday.

Voting for the 13th parliamentary
elections are being held along
with a referendum on a complex
84-point reform package on
Thursday. The referendum seeks
people’s consent to the reform
proposals called ‘July National
Charter 2025, which Yunus

announced on October 17

protracted consultations between
the political parties and the
National Consensus Commission

ublic

if they disagree.

a single question covering four
major reform areas of the July
Charter and the voters are instruct-
ed to vote ‘yes’ if they agree more
strongly with the proposals and ‘no’

“The completed proposals
charted out in the referendum
being held simultaneously with

Thursday’s general election

Ahmed said.

after

He said most voters are “unin-
formed” about the long 84-point
reform package, which was pre-
sented in a concise way through
four questions in the referendum
sheet. “If it is passed, Bangladesh’s
almost 55 years of constitutional
continuity will virtually come to an
end,” he said. The 1972 Bangladesh

appears largely esoteric,” political
analyst and playwright, Iraj

Polling agents from different parties and people stand outside and wait for the opening of a
polling center to cast their votes during parliamentary national election in Dhaka PTI

Bangladesh’s 1971 independence.
“The 1972 Constitution is the legal
backbone of Bangladesh. Attempts
to scrap it mean questioning the
very legal basis of Bangladesh as a
State,” leading jurist and lawyer
Swadhin Malik said. In a nationwide
address, Yunus on February 9 made
a clarion call seeking “yes” vote for
his proposed reform package in the
February 12 Thursday’s referen-
dum being held simultaneously
with the general elections.

“If the ‘Yes’ vote wins in the ref-

Constitution was amended 17 times
so far but critics said this time, there
are a number of proposals sought
to overturn the basic constitution-
al principles and “settled issues” to
build Yunus’ promised new
Bangladesh. Prominent lawyer and

the

constitution expert Tania Amir said
referendum and constitutional
reforms threatened Bangladesh’s
foundational history and legal
legacy virtually “voiding our
history” and largely demeaning
legal

foundation of

erendum, Bangladesh’s future will
be built in a more positive way,”
Yunus said while addressing senior
secretaries and top bureaucrats late
on Monday night as electioneering
ended 48 hours ahead of the polls.
Announcing the charter last year,
Yunus had said it represented a
move toward a “civilised society
from barbarism.”

Forces have taken over al-Tanf base
after handover from US, says Syria

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Il Damascus

Syrian Government forces
have taken control of a base
in the east of the country that
was run foryears by US troops
as partof the war against the
Islamic State group, the
Defence Ministry said in a
statement on Thursday.

The al-Tanf base sits on a
strategic location, close to
the borders with Jordan and
Irag. In a terse statement, the
Syrian Defence Ministry said
the handover of the base
took place in coordination
with the US military and
Syrian forces are now “secur-
ing the base and its perime-

ters.” The US military did not
immediately respond to an
email from The Associated
Press regarding the Syrian
statement. The Syrian
Defense Ministry also said
that Syrian troops are now in
place in the desert area
around the al-Tanfgarrison,
with border guards to deploy

in the coming days.

The deployment of Syrian
troops at al-Tanf and in the
surrounding areas comes
after last month’s deal
between the Government
and the US-backed and
Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces, or SDF,
to merge into the military.

Al-Tanf garrison was
repeatedly attacked over
the pastyears with drones by
Iran-backed groups but such
attacks have dropped
sharply following the fall of
Bashar Assad’s Government
in Syria in December 2024
when insurgent groups
marched into his seat of
power in Damascus.

Bulgaria appoints caretaker Govt

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Sofia

Bulgarian President Iliana
Yotova moved on Thursday to
quell the country’s chronic
political instability by
appointing a senior central
bank official as interim prime
minister until national elec-
tions in April.

Andrey Gyurov, deputy
governor of the Bulgarian
National Bank, will lead a
caretaker government whose
main task will be to organize
a free and fair vote in a
country that is holding its
eighth election in five years.

The political uncertainty
that has plagued the EU and
NATO member state during
this period has eroded public
trust in institutions, created

an opening for populist and
nationalist groups, and paved
the way for Russian hybrid
influence. President Yotova,
who announced the appoint-
ment, said that she expects
Gyurov to propose the
members of his cabinet
within seven days.

She would then have to
approve the proposal and
set the election date, which
she had previously indicated

would be April 19.

Gyurov, 50, holds a bache-
lor’s degree in economics
from Truman State University
in Missouri and a PhD from
the University of Vienna in
Austria. Having held senior
positions in academia and
European financial institu-
tions, he was appointed
deputy governor of the
central bank in Sofia in 2023.
Before that he was also a law-
maker and floor leader of the
reformist “We Continue the
Change” group in parliament.

Nationwide protests
erupted at the end of 2025,
sparked by public anger over
corruption, injustice, and per-
ceived oligarchic influence,
forcing the resignation of the
governing coalition led by the
centre-right GERB party.

South Korea’s former interior minister sentence for aiding martial law

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Seoul

South Korea’s former interior
minister was sentenced on
Thursday to seven years

in prison for abetting
then-President Yoon Suk Yeol’s
brief declaration of martial
law in 2024.

The verdict for Lee Sang-min
came a week before a differ-

ent judge at the same Seoul
court rules on whether Yoon'’s
actions amounted to rebellion,
a crime for which prosecutors
are seeking the death penalty.

Lee, who led the ministry of

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client Smt. RAJ WATI
DEVI wife of Late Shri Nand Kishor resident of
RZ-51A, Gali No. 6, Tughlakabad Extension, New
Delhi 110019 has lost/misplaced the original
documents in respect of PROPERTY NO. RZ-51-A
GALI NO. 6 MEASURING 120 SQ. YARDS,
CARVED OUT OF KHASRA NO. 493 Situated at
TUGHLAKABAD EXTENSION, NEW DELHI
110019 and PROPERTY NO. TA-207 measuring
100 sq. yards, Carved out of Khasra No. 415
Situated at RAVI DAS MARG, TUGHLAKABAD
EXTENSION, NEW DELHI - 110019. Any person
claiming any right, title, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
document, may write/contact the above named
persons at above address/phone no. 9810221449,
within 15 days from the date of publication of this
nofice. ACHIN SHARMA (ADVOCATE)
(Regd. No. D/5425/2021);

G-2/210, Tulsi Tower, Alaknanda Shopping
Comp. New Delhi-110019

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client intends to purchase
Flat No. J-12, First Floor situated at TARA
APARTMENTS, (TARA CO-OP. GROUP HOUSING
SOCIETY LTD.), ALAKNANDA, NEW DELHI-110019.
That the Seller i.e. Mr. VIJAY KUMAR son of Late N. Bala
Krishnan, has lost/misplaced the original Allotment
Letter, Possession Letter and Share Certificate issued
by Delhi Development Authority, which is a crucial title
document in respect of Flat No. J-12, First Floor
situated at TARA APARTMENTS, (TARA CO-OP.
GROUP HOUSING SOCIETY LTD.), ALAKNANDA, NEW
DELHI-110019. An FIR to this effect has been lodged in
PS-Crime Branch, Delhi bearing LR No. 87313/2026
dated 07/02/2026. Any person claiming any right, title,
interest, having any objection or found in possession of
original document, may write/contact the below named
person through phone no. 9810221449, within 15 days

from the date of publication of this notice.
ACHIN SHARMA (ADVOCATE)
(Regd. No. D/5425/2021); G-2/210, Tulsi Tower,
Alaknanda Shopping Comp. New Delhi-110019

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client Mrs.
AMARJIT KAUR wife of Mr. Hardev Singh,
resident of J-1/72, DDA Flats, Kalkaji, New
Delhi has lost/misplaced the original
Possession Letter and Possession Slip/
Certificate documents in respect of
FREEHOLD, DDA, JANTA FLAT NO.
J-1/72, KALKAJI, NEW DELHI-110019.
Any person claiming any right, title, interest,
having any objection or found in possession

interior and safety, was con-
victed for helping carry out
the declaration and passing
along Yoon’s orders to the
country’s police and fire
chiefs to cut waterand elec-
tricity to news organisations
that were critical of
his policies.

The instructions weren'’t
carried out since martial law
was lifted quickly after law-
makers broke through a mil-
itary and police blockade at
the National Assembly and

South Korea’s former interior
minister Lee

unanimously voted to lift it.
Lee denied receiving or

utilities to the news organi-
sations, disputing testimony
from other officials, including
former National Fire Agency
Commissioner General Heo
Seok-gon, who said Lee con-
veyed such orders by phone.
Lee also denied conspiring
about or planning the
martial law declaration.
Judge Ryu Kyung-jin said
testimony from other offi-
cials, security camera
footage and other evidence

issuing instructions to cut off  clearly showed Lee attempt-

ed to carry out Yoon'’s orders
and that it was indisputable
Lee played an important role
in enforcing martial law.

The judge, however,
acquitted Lee of lesser
charges of abusing his
power, citing a lack of evi-
dence. Lee smiled quietly
after the verdict.

His legal team didn’t
immediately say whether
he would appeal.
Prosecutors had sought a
15-year sentence.

Lee is the second member
of Yoon'’s Cabinet convicted
in connection with martial
law. Former Prime Minister
Han Duck-soo received a
sentence of 23 years in prison
but has appealed.

The conservative Yoon has
defended martial law as a
necessary act of governance
against the liberals, whom
he described as “anti-state”
forces obstructing his
agenda with their legisla-
tive majority.

of original document, may write/contact the
above named persons at above
address/phone no. 9810221449, within 15
days from the date of publication of this

notice.
ACHIN SHARMA (ADVOCATE)
(Regd. No. D/5425/2021);
G-2/210, Tulsi Tower, Alaknanda Shopping
Comp. New Delhi-110019
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